(g
-a+" Capuchin
| Vocation Update
2 ﬂ $ Province of St. Joseph

e

4 June 2007, #121

4 accepted as Capuchin postulants!

The admissions board for the Postulancy Program of the Midwest Capuchins met May
23-24 to consider four applications, all of which were accepted by provincial minister Daniel
Anholzer. Julio Gallegos, David Hirt, Suedi Murekezi, and Eric Renaud are the members of
the new class which ties for the second largest Midwest Capuchin postulancy class in twenty
years. Only the previous postulancy class had more, beginning with eight members.

The new class represents both typical vocational patterns from the past 30 years and
new trends that are increasingly emerging with greater strength. Thus, this class has men
close to thirty who have considered other careers and lifestyles before returning to a
religious interest first implanted during their youth. Others are about 20 years old, from
recent immigrant families, for whom the exploration of religious life is the first serious
consideration of an adult lifestyle.

This issue of Vocation Update introduces these four men to our readers, celebrates their
acceptance, and promises to support them in the deeper exploration of Capuchin life and
ministry.
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. Eric Renaud never thought of a vocation as a priest or religious as a
child, but had a great interest in everything that was religious. After
high school, he abandoned this interest temporarily to explore the
world, traveling as far as Thailand on this path of discovery.
Returning to Milwaukee, Eric completed his bachelors degree at the
University of Wisconsin in the field of criminal justice. It was then
that his already reawakened faith life increasingly focused on the
Franciscan way of life. Having first taken steps to move closer to
other forms of Franciscan life, Eric decided to seriously try Capuchin
life because of the Midwest Capuchins’ commitment to justice and
peace in the world.
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Some are entering postulancy and others are completing the program. On May
26", the province’s 7 current postulants drove from St. Clare Friary in Chicago to
Victoria, Kansas where they met the other 18 soon-to-be novices from the
English-speaking provinces of North America, Guam and Australia to begin a 9-
week preparation program for novitiate. Our prayers go with them.
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