
SLS alums gather to consider vocation

Fr. Dennis Druggan welcomed recent St. Lawrence
Seminary alums back home as they considered a possible
Capuchin vocation over the bitterly cold weekend of
January 18-20. He also welcomed two candidates who did
not attend SLS, and invited them to enter into the spirit of
SLS that makes everyone who lives or visits there
different. 

This annual SLS alum/Capuchin Candidate weekend
is loosely structured to provide the opportunity to reflect on
vocation in the middle of busy college careers and to
reconnect with old faculty and classmates doing the same.
Hospitality was led by Fr. Werner Wolf, the local minister
of the St. Lawrence Capuchin Community. Throughout the
weekend candidates often were seen talking with
Capuchins who either work in the Seminary or are retired

while living in
the friary. 

Fr. Dennis
offered three
reflections that
began by considering how different his own
generation is from that of the young candidates
attending the weekend, but noted that the Gospel
of Jesus Christ unites them. He then related his
own vocation journey, tracing a challenging
experience that led him to a happy conclusion.
He finally reflected on how making a decision to
trust God freed him up to embrace what has
become his vocation. He then invited participants
to consider whether giving up some of their fears
might move them closer to their true vocation as
well.
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SLS alums gathered around their former rector and teacher, Fr. Dennis Druggan.

Those who attended, 
from left to right above:

Anthony Horzen (SLS 07)
Alberto Rodriguez (06)

Luigi Badillo (07)
David Bui (07)

Kyle Birkenmeier (07)
Fr. Dennis Druggan (74) (front)

Tyler Stamm (07) (back)
Ed Colosky (07)

Stan Sobo
Quan Nguyen (04)

Quang Nguyen (04) (front)
Bro. Julio Gallegos (05) (back)

Fr. John Holly (71)

Mr. Jesse Hofseth, Mark Rydell,
and Cher Vang (04) arrived after

the picture.

Fr. Bill Hugo (71) took the picture.

13 novices from Burlington WI came for Sunday
eucharist to be with the candidates. 6 were novices

for the Midwest Capuchins, including Mark
Romanowski, Tom Nguyen (SLS 04), Mitch
Frantz (05), [next pictured Don Bosco Tran

has returned to New Orleans (05)], Joe Lindzius,
Tien Dinh (05), and George Real Bird (02).



Nine SLS seniors thinking of applying to either the Capuchin College Program or
the non-residential Candidacy Program joined the group for Sunday brunch. From
left to right they are Tim Plants, Tom Do Vi Nguyen, Vincent Dang, Steve
Konstantin, Josh Drees, Logan Swanson, Richard Garcia, Nick Crane, and
Christian Saldivar.

Vocation Director John Holly preached
and presided at Sunday Eucharist.

The same SLS seniors then joined SLS alums in novitiate and postulancy: Tom Nguyen, George
Real Bird, Mitch Frantz, Tien Dinh and Julio Gallegos. Kyle Birkenmeier (SLS

07) is applying to
Postulancy.

Luigi Badillo, David Bui, and Tyler Stamm.

Our thanks to Fr. Werner
Wolf and the St. Lawrence
Capuchin Community who

hosted us. Fr. Dennis joined us for prayer.

Ed Colosky Alberto Rodriguez
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Wisconsin Capuchin Ministries Weekend
15-17 February 2008

Learn about Capuchin ministries in Milwaukee and
at St. Lawrence Seminary.

Reservation required. Contact: 
Fr. John Holly

920-915-4400    Jholly1953@yahoo.com


